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was the huge tin-coated fastener which held theythree 

were interested not SO much in its ingenuity and com- 

($3,330) are expended on the official organ of the organization, 
Die Chemische Industrie, and 24,000 marks ($5,710) on the 

well-edited German trade publications. 
sheets together. It was a affair, but we administration. Its official organ is one of the high-grade, 

plexity as in the unusual and unnecessary bulk. The 
habits of the laboratory returned, and the two clips 
were weighed, with the  following result: 

Weight of preprint clip = 0 , 0 2 2 0  gram 
Weight of government bureau clip = 6 . 6 4 3 5  grams 

To make sure, the matter was followed a step further 
and the little clip and a portion of the  huge one were 
each dissolved in hydrochloric acid (it was good t o  get 
hold of a test  tube again), and the solutions tested 
qualitatively for t in.  The one showed a slight amount,  
the other an abundance. Quantitative tests were not 
necessary as t h e  preprint clip was round, the other 
flat, therefore the 300 per cent ratio was sure to  be 
increased, a n d i t  was bad enough as i t  was. The only 
way we could help the situation immediately was t o  
buy another package of cigarettes and save the  t in 
foil for the  little girl, but  we did gather a clearer idea 
of what a friend meant when he said: “I don’t care 
how much they tax  me for carrying on this war, if 
the funds are applied efficiently toward winning the 
war.” 

ANOTHER IDOL SHATTERED 

The fetish of Teutonic superchemistry is re- 
ceiving some hard blows nowadays. In laboratories 
and in plants results are being achieved which will act 
as pincers, forcing German retirement just as truly 
and as effectively as the  successive blows of our armed 
forces are to-day by a similar process bringing near the 
day of complete victory. 

The debt of Germany t o  other countries for the basic 
ideas on which its chemical industry is founded is 
being constantly illuminated by many recently pub- 
lished articles. Someone familiar with all the  facts 
should write an article on Germany’s debt t o  the 
American chemical industry, legally and illegally in- 
curred, as a result of the  tour  of German chemists 
through the plants of this country immediately after 
the Eighth International Congress of Applied Chem- 
istry in  New York City in 1912. 

While waiting for t h a t  story i t  may be well t o  record 
in the  chemical literature another instance of German 
inspiration drawn from American environment and 
example. In 1914 the  U. S. Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce published a monograph, Special 
Agents Series No. 78, entitled “Commercial Organiza- 
tions in Germany,” b y  Archibald J .  Wolfe. From 
page jo of t h a t  publication the  following is reproduced, 
the italics being ours: 

VEREIN ZUR WAHRUNG DER INTERESSEN DER CHEMISCHEN 
INDUSTRIG DEUTSCHLANDS. The chemical industry is one of 
the best organized in Germany. The interests of all the 
chemical trades are served by this one central organiza- 
tion, with headquarters a t  Berlin. Closely allied to it 
are the Association of Fertilizer Manufacturers, a t  Harn- 
burg; the Syndicate of Soda Manufacturers, a t  Bern- 
burg; and the Association of Lead Paint Manufacturers, 
a t  Cologne. I t  has 290 active members (manufacturing con- 
cerns) and 138 personal members, who are heads of manu- 
facturing establishments. The annual income of the associa- 
tion is about 60,000 marks ($14,280), of which 14,000 marks 

The  impetus to the formation of this association was given 
at the Philadelfihia Exposit ion [1876] when several representa- 
tives of the German chemical industry met at the banquet 
given by the AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY to their foreign col- 
leagues. It was decided at that informal meeting to form an 
association for the protection of the common interests of the 
chemical industry in customs and taxation matters. The 
scientific interests of the industry had been well served up to 
that time by the German Chemical Society, but it was only in 
later years that the German chemists effected a closer alliance 
between the scientific laboratory and the manufacturing estab- 
lishment. A convention of all manufacturers and scientists 
interested in the chemical industry was called a t  Frankfort- 
on-the-Main in 1877, in order to found an association for the 
protection of the interests of that  industry, particularly as a t  
that time the entire economic legislation of Germany was under- 
going a change. This association has been active, and success- 
fully so, in representing the interests of the chemical industry 
in the matter of customs tariffs, taxation of industries, negotia- 
tion of commercial treaties, classification of chemicals for freight 
rates, patent and trade-mark laws, and in labor legislation and 
labor difficulties. The organization is remarkable for the 
liberal treatment extended to foreigners. Foreign scientists 
and other foreigners having an interest in the technical phases 
of the chemical industry are admitted as members, and may 
attend the session of the Association, but have no right to vote. 
Permanent commissions for matters requiring special study are 
organized under the auspices of the society, among them com- 
missions for patents and trade-marks, for customs tariffs, for 
the investigation of complaints of individual manufacturers 
against acts of local authorities, etc. 

The membership fee in the association has been increased 
from time to time, and is based on the annual pay roll of each 
concern. The minimum is 2 5  marks ($5.95) and the maximum 
500 marks ($119) per annum. It has organized an important 
employees’ insurance association for the chemical trade. Its 
statistical bureau tabulates in the most detailed manner not 
only the production in the chemical industry, but also the wage 
scales. I t  publishes an accurate directory of the chemical 
industry. 

An AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY banquet is capable 
of producing almost anything, but  we did not know 
t h a t  i t  was in such a genial and a t  tha t  t ime friendly 
atmosphere tha t  the  “Verein zur Wahrung, etc.,” had 
its birth. 

Even a t  tha t  date, the initial year of existence of 
the AXERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY, the RIanufacturing 
Chemists’ Association of the United States had already 
passed some eight or ten years of useful life. 

Travel is a great educator! 

PERNICIOUS ACTIVITY 

In the  midst of these strenuous abnormal times even 
our printer’s devil had t o  run amuck. After we had 
approved a correct setting of the heading to  the  Expo- 
sition section of t h e  October issue he slipped one over 
on us, too late for correction, and made the heading 
read (‘Fourth Sational Exposition of Chemical Engi- 
neers .  ” 

That  none of our readers have called attention 
t o  the  slip we take as an evidence of good-will, or per- 
haps as an indication that chemists, unlike newspaper 
readers in general, pay no attention t o  headlines. 

After all, the  little imp may have had the serious 
purpose of upsetting convention and giving credit t o  
those t o  whom credit is due, for i t  was only th rough  
the work of chemical engineers tha t  the Exposition was 
possible. 


